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Attendees: Faith Klareich (FK), Steve Cardon (SC), Kris Dighe (KD), and Beri Kravitz (BK) and 
David Davis (DD). 

Absent: Seth Adams (SA), Michelle Clark (MC) and Tolulope Odunlami (TO). 

Also in attendance: Staff Liaison Nate Wall (NW); Christine Davidson-McCord and Robert Winfield – 
Rockville residents interested in the Commission vacancy. 

1. Welcome, News and Agenda Review 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm in the Black Eyed Susan Room at Rockville City Hall.   

FK announced that there was the possibility that the Commission may enter into closed session to 
discuss the Commission vacancy near the end of the meeting. 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
KD moves to approve October 14th meeting minutes with suggested changes; DD seconds.  
Unanimous approval of October 14th meeting minutes. 

3. Debrief of Environmental Excellence Award at Mayor & Council 
FK mentioned that the presentation of the Environmental Excellence Award to the Tower 
Companies at the November 10th Mayor & Council meeting went well, with the Mayor, FK and 
Jeffrey Abramson of the Tower Companies all speaking on the value of green buildings in 
Rockville. 

The Commission is now moving forwards on awarding another EEA to New Mark Commons for 
their innovative tree planting project – more information forthcoming. 

4. Boards & Commissions Term Limits 
Brief discussion over the various letters from the Mayor and Councilmember Gajewski received by 
the Commissioners.  NW clarified that the term limits would not have applied to anyone on the 
Environment Commission anyway, but now those term limits had been rescinded, and a task force 
is being created to review the issue.  Let NW know if you would be interested in having your name 
submitted to the Mayor for consideration for this task force. 

5. Comprehensive Master Plan review 
KD moves that the following statement from the Environment Commission concerning revision of 
the Comprehensive Master Plan (CMP) be forwarded to Long-Range Planning: 

“The Environment Commission feels that the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan should be revised 
to incorporate principles that need to be recognized in today’s world, such as overall sustainability 
as reflected in our movement towards a “Green City” through an updated zoning ordinance, green 
building program, and climate protection activities.” 

SC seconds.  Vote was unanimous to forward the above statement to Long-Range Planning along 
with the Commissioner’s specific edits to individual chapters of the CMP. 

6. Anti-Graffiti Ordinance 
FK mentioned that she had seen that DC’s Clean City program has anti-graffiti issues linked with 
environmental / green issues. 
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KD summarized the problem with graffiti, mentioning that it not only mars the environment, but is 
also typically indicative of gang activity.  An anti-graffiti program in Rockville could: 

• Create a fine system for vandals 
• Require that graffiti be removed from private property “quickly” (this could be defined) 
• State the goal of removing graffiti from public property rapidly 
• Limit the age to buy spray paint and other graffiti supplies (e.g., 18 years and up) 

It was mentioned that utility companies often have their written own anti-graffiti policies; for 
example, Verizon quickly responds to graffiti on any of their poles, boxes, etc.  NW mentioned that 
it would be interesting to see what other agencies with a large presence in Rockville (such as 
WMATA) had in place for graffiti policies. 

FK said that this would be an excellent opportunity to coordinate with the Recreation & Parks 
Advisory Board.  FK will contact their “environment lead”, Marsha Douma.  NW will inquire 
about the RPAB’s January meeting date as a time when EC Commissioners could present the draft 
plan to them. 

NW passed around graffiti brochure from the City of Gresham, OR as an example program.  The 
online brochure can be found here: 

http://greshamoregon.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=5896 

7. Working Group Updates 

Community Outreach Group 
DD said that the Outreach group discussed New Mark Commons’ application for an Environmental 
Excellence Award for their tree program, and the group is trying to coordinate with them to set a 
time to speak with them further and see the project. 

NW mentioned that the concept of recognizing people for their environmental successes came up 
in staff discussions about a Non-Native Invasive Species (NNI) program that the City is 
developing.  So NNI prevention and management could be another area appropriate for EEAs. 

The groups want to know how best to use Rockville’s listservs to get information out to the 
community.  NW mentioned that the Commission had invited JoAnn Grbach, from the Public 
Information Office, to attend a meeting and discuss the various methods the City uses for public 
information, and the best ways for the Commission to integrate their outreach efforts into that 
program.  Working groups are to come up with a list of needs for outreach, such as how they would 
like to use the listserv. 

Watershed Protection Group 
KD said that the water group had its first stream monitor volunteer training this past weekend.  
There was an excellent turnout of around 27 people at the Croyden Creek Nature Center, which 
was the perfect venue for the training.  This was the first part in a series of four trainings, to be 
given roughly quarterly (March, June, August, September).  The group plans to start with two 
yearly monitoring events in April and October. 

All participants, adults and children alike, seemed to really enjoy themselves.  Volunteers were 
asked to visit streams near them to determine whether they thought it would be a good potential 
monitoring site, and report back.  The goal would be to have 6 monitoring locations within the 
City, two in each of the three watersheds. 
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In addition to stream monitoring, information was handed out about the Adopt-A-Stream cleanup 
program. 

High Performance Buildings Group 
No working group members present to report on activities. 

8. Staff Updates 
NW mentioned that preliminary design for conversion of the old Post Office into the new Police 
HQ was underway.  NW to coordinate with Rec&Parks on seeing what green features can be 
incorporated into the renovation of this historic structure.  The goal is to conduct this renovation in 
line with the City’s upcoming green building program, which will be setting green building policy 
for new and existing municipal buildings as well as new commercial and residential construction. 

At a recent Mayor & Council meeting, interest was shown in having a demonstration wind turbine 
at Mattie J.T. Stepanek Park in King Farm.  FK asked what research had been done concerning the 
appropriateness of the site for wind turbines – if the site doesn’t receive enough wind, all that will 
be demonstrated is that Rockville is a poor location for small-scale wind energy. NW to coordinate 
with Rec&Parks moving forward. 

NW mentioned that the Environmental Management Division recently had their annual retreat.  To 
better facilitate the mission of the Environment Commission, EMD staff is proposing a change in 
the Staff Liaison structure of the Commission.  NW, current Staff Liaison, will become liaison to 
the High Performance Buildings working group; EMD staff Heather Gewandter will be liaison to 
the Watershed Protection working group; EMD staff Amanda Rockler will be liaison to the 
Community Outreach working group; and Division Chief Mark Charles will be the official Staff 
Liaison to the Environment Commission as a whole.  EMD staff feels that these changes will help 
each working group tie in their activities to existing City programs, and will provide the additional 
support to further the goals of the working groups.  These liaison changes will begin starting in 
January 2009.  Working groups will want to specify monthly meeting dates in advance so that they 
can be properly advertised as public meetings; EMD staff will take meeting minutes for the 
working groups and post to the web. 

9. Pending / Previously Tabled Items 
The Anti-Graffiti Ordinance was discussed earlier in the agenda.  No additional Pending / 
Previously Tabled Items were discussed. 

10. Discussion of Commission Vacancy 
Tabled – will be meeting with potential applicants over the next month or two, and will discuss 
recommendations for the vacancy in January or February. 

11. Wrap-Up and Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 9:18 pm. 


